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1807-1810 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f Documents No. 

o f Documents 


L e t t e r book o f Messrs Ledgard, Gosse and Chancey 

of Poole, merchants i n the Newfoundland trade. 1 v o l 


These are a l  l copies of o u t - l e t t e r s , dated from 

19 March 1807 t o 28 A p r i l 1810, sent by George Welch 
Ledgard and h i s s t a f f , i n Poole t o h i s partners 

John Gosse and Thomas Chancey, i n Carboneer, 

Newfoundland, and t o many other merchant f i r m s , 

agents, bankers and ca p t a i n s . The Poole o f f i c e i s 

c a l l e d 'Messrs Ledgard, Gosse and Chancey', and the 

Carboneer o f f i c e "Messrs Gosse, Chancey and 

Ledgard'. Gosse and Chancey were app a r e n t l y the 

o r i g i n a l p a r t n e r s h i p . Thomas Chancey d i e d i n 

September 1808, at St K i t t s , and the f i r m became 
Ledgard and Gosse i n January 1809. (G. W. Ledgard 
a l s o r an a bank w i t h h i s sons, which was the W i l t s 

and Dorset Bank i n l 8 6 l , and amalgamated w i t h 
Lloyd's i n 1914. (See 'Pride of Poole' f o r biograph
i c a l note on G-W. Ledgard). 


The b a s i c t r a d e c y c l e was: exports o f t e x t i l e s , 

l e a t h e r , rope, twine, newspapers, domestic 

requirements and some food, t o the merchants and 

1 p l a n t e r s ' , or s e t t l e r s , i n Newfoundland, from England; 

export from Newfoundland o f d r i e d f i s h , s e a l s k i n s 

and o i l s , and whale blubber, t o England, Spain and 

I t a l y . Some trad e went from Newfoundland t o the 

West Indies and America, p i c k i n g up tobacco and 

sugar f o r export t o Europe. Some ships used were 

owned by the f i r m , others c h a r t e r e d t e m p o r a r i l y . 

Often a s h i p was shared w i t h some other venture, 

or used between voyages f o r the c o a s t a l t r a n s p o r t 

of c o a l or c l a y . 


The l e t t e r s r e f l e c t the p r o s p e r i t y due t o England's 

monopoly o f the Newfoundland trade i n war time, 

and the encouragement of government bounties. There 

are a l s o r i s k s , however, such as capture (2 November 
l809* 16 February 1810), p r e s s i n g o f merchant crews 
i n t o the Royal Navy (24 March 1810), and the need t o 
wa i t f o r p r o t e c t i v e convoys. The war a l s o caused 

d i f f i c u l t i e s i n the major markets o f Spain and 

P o r t u g a l , which were c l o s e d f o r a time i n the 

n a t i o n a l blockade a g a i n s t Napoleon. Ships and 

cargoes a l s o s u f f e r e d damage from n a t u r a l causes 

(January 1808, September 1809, w i t h accounts, 
December 1808, A p r i l l 8 l 0 ) . A l e t t e r o f 15 February 
1809 i n c l u d e s a sketch of p a r t of a win d l a s s . 

L o c a l p o l i t i c s come i n t o business, as i n the d i v i s i o n 
o f the merchant i n t e r e s t i n the Poole e l e c t i o n of 1807. 
and i n a case w i t h George Kemp (see "Pride of Poole') 
over some d i s p u t e d accounts, again i n I807. N a t i o n a l 
p o l i t i c s and the course of the war w i t h Napoleon, as 
a f f e c t i n g the tr a d e , are commented on i n the l e t t e r s t D 
the Carboneer o f f i c e . 

Correspondents (addresses r a r e l y g i v e n ) : Abraham e t c . 




CORRESPONDENTS ( a d d r e s s e s o n l y r a r e l y ) 

Abraham 
A l l c o t t 
A l l s o p p & And r a 
A n d r a & G a r l a n d 
A r m s t r o n g 
Aubyn & Co 

B a k e r 
B a r n s , H i c k s & Son 
""Trow ( London) 


Ldome (London) 

c h e r 

i n e t t & Co 

'd 

r i ngs & R i v i n g t o n 


B r a c k e n r i d g e 
B r i s t o w e 
B r o d i e (London) 
C a p t a i n B rown 
B r o w n i n g 
B u c k e r t o n 
B u l l e y 

B u r t , Newman & Co 

dy 

t l e m a n 
mpney (London) 
sman & H i l l 
r k e (London) 

C l e a s b y (London) 
Codne r , LQngdon & Co 

( S h a l d e n , n r E x e t e r 
Devon) 

C o l e 
Cummins 
Coope r (London) 

s on 
a i n Dempste r 

l ie 
11 & Co 
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F a r q u a r 
F a v e l l & B a n s f i e l d 
F o r r e s t e r 
F o r r e s t e r & K e r r 
F o t h e r b y & W h i t e 
F r a h n 
F r y e r , B a n k e r 

i n 
on 
ons & Co ( B r i s t o l ) 
r s G i b b s 
s c h m i d t (London) 

Gonne, H a r r i s o n & L u p t o n 
Good i v e & S a l t e r 
Go rdon & Murphy 
Go r don , Shaw & Co ( C a d i z ) 
Gore & Co 
G o u l d B r o s & Co 
G r a n t 
G r e en 
G u t t e r i d g e & Beddom 

H a m i l t o n & Graham ( L i v e r p o o l ) 

H a r t 

H a r t , G a r l a n d & Co 

H a r v e y , " D e a v e s & H a r v e y 

Hawker 

Head 

H e a t h e r 

Hodges 

Howard 

Hunt & Newman 


I semonger 

J a k e s & Co 

Kemp 
K n i g h t 

L a n d e r 
C a p t a i n Langdon 
L a t h am , R i c e & Co 
L e w i s 
L i n t h o r n e 
Lomer 
L u m l e y 

M a g n i a r & Co 
C a p t a i n Mann i ng 
C a p t a i n M a r t i n 
Mayor & Pook 
M i r r o g h & M a g n i a r 
M o r t i m e r & Co ( B i s h o p s t e i g n t o n , 

Devon) 
Mu r ch 

Newbury, 0x1 e y & G reen 
N e y l e 
N i v e n 
N i x o n 
N o d i n 
Normans 

O r c h a r d 
0x1ey, F e r r a r d & G r een 

C a p t a i n Pa ck 
P a r k 
P a r k e r 
P a r k e r & F i n n i e 
P a r r y & D a n i e l 
P a r s o n s 
P h i l l i p s 
P i n s e n t (Da r tmou th ) 
P r i c e & Co 

P u g e t , B a i n b r i d g e & P a r n e l l 

R eed & B e l l 

R i c h a r d s , B a k e r & W h i t n e y 
R o b i n s o n 
M e s s r s Roe 

S a i n t ( L y m i n g t o n ) 
S c o t t , I d l e s & Co 
S e n i o r & Co 
S e t h 
S n e l g a r 

S t e w a r t 
S t o ckman (Denbury , Devon) 
S t u c k e y s , L e a n & Co 

U n c k l e y (London) 

Vague & Lano ( V a l e n c i a ) 
V a l e n t i n e 
V i n c e n t 

W a l l e r 
Wa l t ham, L l o y d & Langdown 

b a n k e r s 
W a r i n g & Co 
W e b s t e r 
Westmore 
W h i t e 
W i l l i a m s 
Wood 


